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(57) Abstract: A feature region is extracted from an im- 
age region of an object in image data based on the bright- 
ness distribution of a pixel in the vicinity of a taken pixel 
in the image region of the object (S31-S34), the correla- 
tion between the center of gravity of the feature region 
and that of the image region of the object is calculated 
as a center-of-gravity correlation value (S35, S36), and 
the orientation of the object is determined based on the 
center-of-gravity correlation value (S3 7). 
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